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TRANSCRIPT

Fewer abortions, but report raises red flag
By Jack Sheedy
News Editor
HARTFORD – The Connecticut
Catholic Public Affairs Conference (CCPAC) has reported to the
Connecticut Department of Public
Health (DPH) that thousands of
abortions in Connecticut – almost
19 percent on average – may go
unreported each year.
Also, some abortion providers
in Connecticut are failing to report
the age or the gestation period of
some patients having abortions, as

required by state law, said Michael
C. Culhane executive director of
CCPAC, the public policy agency
of Connecticut’s Catholic dioceses.
However, the number of reported abortions has continued to
decline for the third straight year,
CCPAC reported in its fourth annual report on “The State of Abortions in Connecticut.”
In a letter to DPH commissioner
Dr. Jewel Mullen dated Oct. 13,
Mr. Culhane wrote, “Unfortunately,
during our research for this report,

WASHINGTON (CNS) – A
Catholic Press Association-commissioned study showed that
Catholic newspaper readers are
loyal to the print format, and that
even younger Catholics don’t look
online for Catholic content.
The study also revealed that
readership of Catholic newspapers has held steady over the past
six years, a far cry from the daily
newspaper business, which has
recorded continuous declines in
revenue, readership, advertising
and employment.
The study showed that 26
percent of adult Catholics had
read a print copy of their diocesan
newspaper or magazine in the past
three months, but only 4 percent had
gone to their computer to view the
online version of the publication.
One area that showed a drop
was Catholic readers’ awareness
of nationally distributed Catholic
newspapers and magazines. But,
counterbalancing the low numbers
of Catholics going to the Web to
read their diocesan newspaper,
there was a marked increase in the
percentage of Catholics visiting
their parish’s Web site, up from 9
percent in a similar study in 2005
to 14 percent in the 2011 study.
Both the 2011 and 2005 studies
were conducted by the Center for
Applied Research in the Apostolate
at Georgetown University. The
2011 study was funded with a grant
from the Catholic Communication
Campaign.
“The differences between some
of the religious market and the
secular market was something we
were curious about, and readership

patterns showed up very strongly
in the print publications,” said Tim
Walter, CPA executive director. “I
was hoping that it would be verified,
so I was pleased with the results.”
The study gives solid evidence
that Catholic newspaper readers
are loyal to the print format. CPA
leaders have wrestled with how
to approach the hypothetical diocesan chief financial officer who
would argue that “you can put
this newspaper online and we can
save a lot of money and it can be
just as effective,” Mr. Walter told
Catholic News Service. “What it
verified is that if you take away
this print product, you don’t have
another communications tool to
reach them.”
He said one surprising aspect of
the study was a finding about “millennials,” those born in 1982 and
later. “We were more likely to reach
them by pushing a print product in
their home than by inviting them
to come to our Web site,” he said.
“If you don’t put a print product
in the hands of a younger Catholic
adult, you have no way of reaching
them, because you can’t force them
to come to your browser.”
“Younger folks are really not
looking to the Web for religious
content,” said Karen Franz, a past
CPA president and editor/general
manager of the Catholic Courier,
diocesan newspaper of Rochester,
N.Y.
The CARA study also showed,
Mr. Walter said, that Catholics will
spend nearly five times as much
time perusing a print product than
a Web site – 17 minutes with print

Report: Catholics
rely on print news

Continued on Page 16

In this issue
Parishes enter Cyberspace.............. Page 3
Social justice applauded.................. Page 4
Parishes plan fun with faith............. Page 6
School’s parents are pillars............ Page 10
Founders of orders canonized.......Page 15
Pin project puts people to work.....Page 17
Training lay parish leaders............Page 25

Web site photo gallery
www.catholictranscript.org

OCSJM award dinner

Wedding anniversary Mass

the Conference noticed an extreme
discrepancy between the number of
abortions reported to DPH by Connecticut providers and the number
reported by the same providers
to the Alan Guttmacher Institute
(AGI).” (italics in original)
In a telephone interview with
the Transcript, Mr. Culhane said
that AGI “is the leading agency
or organization that compiles
these abortion statistics across the
country.”
Overall, the number of reported

abortions in Connecticut has
declined, from 14,534 in 2007,
to 14,442 in 2008, to 13,732 in
2009, and to 13,438 in 2010, the
report states.
Teen abortions have also declined steadily over the same
period, from 1,168 in 2007, to
1,049 in 2008, to 914 in 2009, to
827 in 2010.
Between 2002 and 2010, 91
percent of the 863 abortions for
minors from out of state were
performed on girls under 18 years

old from bordering states that have
parental consent laws.
The abortion rate per thousand
women of childbearing age has also
been declining since 2008, when it
peaked at 20.9 percent. In 2009, the
rate was 20 percent, and in 2010,
it was 19.4 percent.
But in the four years for which
CCPAC has data, AGI has independently compiled data on thousands
more abortions than were reported
to DPH, the report states.
Continued on Page 19

MEN GET RENEWED – More than 400 men gather inside St. Dominic Church in Southington for the fourth annual Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference on Oct. 22. (Photo by Jack Sheedy)

Conference energizes Catholic men
By Jack Sheedy
News Editor
SOUTHINGTON – Before the
start of the fourth annual Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference,
held Oct. 22 at St. Dominic Church,
Ron Gerlip of Westfield, Mass.,
said he hoped it would enlighten
him and strengthen him in his faith.
Eight hours later, he said, “It’s like
what all the speakers said: If you
walk away with something, your
day has been fulfilled. I walk away
today with a deeper faith, a chance
to go to reconciliation, an attempt
to be a better person for Christ.”
Expectations and reactions of
other men were similar. Joe Murphy
of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in
Gales Ferry said he went “for the

experience of fellowship and to
enrich my life.” Charlie Nostrand
of St. Rose of Lima Parish in Newtown said, “I want to get recharged
going into the winter months. ...
It’s nice to get a booster shot of
spirituality and faith.” And conference veteran Richard Feil of St.
John Parish in Old Saybrook said,
“There are always so many booths
of information where you can pick
up so much other information besides the talks. You don’t doze off
in here. It’s spectacular.”
Joe Premus, conference director, told the more than 400 men
that a Pew Research poll found,
“When a child comes to faith in
Jesus, there’s a 20 percent chance
that his or her family will follow.

When a woman comes to faith in
Jesus, there’s a 28 percent chance
that her family will follow. But
when a man comes to faith in Jesus,
there’s a 93 percent chance that his
family will follow.”
Father John Gatzak, director
of the Archdiocese of Hartford’s
Office of Radio and Television
and emcee of the conference, said
the theme of this year’s gathering
was “Know Him. Love Him. Serve
Him.” He said he was recently
stopped for speeding, and the officer told him, “All right, Father,
I’m giving you a warning: Slow
down.”
Father Gatzak advised the men,
“Let’s slow down and come to
Continued on Page 19

Auto-matic attraction
CAR DRAWS ADMIRERS
– Men gather around an
antique Thunderbird as it
gets some under-the-hood
attention on Oct. 9 during the fourth annual Car
Cruise at Sacred Heart
Parish in Bloomfield. Fortyfive cars were on display at
the event, which attracted
about 500 people and
included chili and chowder cook-offs. Winning
chowder and chili recipes
earned trophies. Mary
Swecky, parish secretary,
organized and coordinated
the event. (See this and other

photos in Photo Gallery by Lenora Sumsky at www.catholictranscript.org.)

“In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God.” – Saint Paul of Tarsus
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Love in a cathedral

CELEBRATING 72 YEARS – Stanley and Helen Chmielewski,
lifelong parishioners at Holy Cross Parish in New Britain, await the
start of the Wedding Anniversary Mass Oct. 16 from their front pew
at St. Joseph Cathedral in Hartford. The Chmielewskis have been
married 72 years, longer than any other couple in the history of the
annual Mass sponsored by the Family Life Office of the Archdiocese
of Hartford. Some 225 couples were on hand to renew their wedding
vows and celebrate a collective 11,000 years of marriage. See story
and photo gallery at www.catholictranscript.org. (Photo by Jack Sheedy)

Center’s manager named to board
BLOOMFIELD – Paul E.
Connery, general manager of the
Archdiocesan Center at St. Thomas
Seminary since 2000, has been
named to the board of directors
of the Chicago-based Conference
for Catholic Facility Management
(CCFM).
CCFM is a forum and a network
for people who are responsible for
diocesan or religious-owned buildings and/or properties.

Mr. Connery, a West Hartford
resident, has been employed in
hotel and facility management
since 1981.
At the Archdiocesan Center,
he has overseen the conversion of
the seminary building into offices
for agencies of the Archdiocese of
Hartford; private retreats and conferences; and a residence for retired
priests (the Archbishop Daniel A.
Cronin Residence).

News
Biblical school
schedules events
BLOOMFIELD – For a sneak
preview of what the Catholic Biblical School (CBS) is all about,
the Office of Religious Education
is putting together an exhibit to be
shown during the office’s annual
Religious Education Congress.
It will take place from 8 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. Nov. 5 at St. Paul High
School in Bristol.
Graduates and current students
will be on hand to talk to people
about the four-year course.
For CBS grads, or people with
similar backgrounds, two events
are planned:
• “Women in the Bible,” with
Sister of St. Joseph Barbara Bozak, will be held from 9:30 a.m. to
noon Nov. 12 at the Archdiocesan
Center at St. Thomas Seminary in
Bloomfield. “Coffee and” begins at
9 a.m. Register by Nov. 4.
• Dr. Harry Nasuti, professor
of Old Testament at Fordham
University, will present “Advent
Prophets” from 1-3 p.m. Dec. 11,
also at the Archdiocesan Center.
“Coffee and” starts at 12:30 p.m.
To register for these events,
contact Jill Costa at ORE, (860)
243-9465.
The CBS is a training/formation program for Catholic adults
interested in learning more about
the Bible. Every book of the Bible
is studied. Training is also provided
for graduates so that they are able
to offer parish-based Bible study
programs.

Conference energizes Catholic men
Continued from Page 1

know him, love him and serve him.”
Bishop Paul Chomnycky of the
Ukrainian Diocese of Stamford
used digital clocks and analog
clocks as a metaphor for a disconnected society. Digital clocks show
an isolated snapshot in time, but
“On an analog clock face, you can
see where time has been a minute
ago and where it is going.” He said
we are all connected with each
other and with God. “What really
matters when our time is up are
not the things we have acquired
but the love that we have given
away,” he said.
Advertising entrepreneurturned Catholic evangelist Tom
Peterson picked up on this theme.
For years, in the stressful but lucrative advertising world, he said, he
suffered from the disease of “affluenza” – the desire to accumulate
more and more wealth. He came
to realize he had to “downsize
and simplify” his life. He founded
Catholics Come Home Inc. and
VirtueMedia Inc., nonprofit apostolates dedicated to promoting
Catholic evangelization and the
sanctity of life. He announced
that Catholic ads he created will
air later this year on major television networks coast to coast and
in prime time.
Doug Barry, who wowed the
men at last year’s conference,
returned to remind men that they
are made to deal with conflict and
that they should channel those
energies in healthy ways rather
than squelch them. Mr. Barry is
founder and director of the Catholic
apostolate RADIX and a personality on EWTN.
“The fighting spirit of a man
is a gift from God,” he said. “It is
essential to the safety of the family.” It’s no accident that soldiers
in battle run toward the sound of
gunfire – not to cause harm but to
heal it, he said.
Deacon Paul Kulas, speaking in
his home parish, said he has been
haunted for years by his reckless
decision, long before becoming a
deacon, to pay for an abortion of
the child of his future wife’s teenage
daughter. He feared at the time that

Bridgewater residents Tony Wimperis and his dad, Bruce Wimperis,
both of St. Francis Xavier Parish,
New Milford, sit near Ted Koppy
of Christ the Redeemer Parish,
Milford. (Photo by Jack Sheedy)

even though it was not his child, he
would be expected to raise him. “I
didn’t want to deal with that situation,” he said.
On the brink of tears, Deacon
Kulas confessed that “I wanted the
problem to go away as quickly and
as quietly as possible.”
He has tried to atone by heeding
Jesus’ words to Peter: “Feed my
sheep.” He has been at St. Dominic
Church since 2004, proclaiming
the Gospel.
Randy Raus roused the men to
become active in youth ministry.
Mr. Raus is president of Life Teen,
a parish-based ministry for young
Catholics. He astonished the men
with the statistic that if young
Catholics are not involved in some
kind of youth ministry, there is only
a 3 percent chance that they will
continue in the faith.
“Boys want to hear they have
what it takes,” he said. “I make it
a point to tell my boys every day
that I love them.”
“If this conference helped one
person, it was worth it,” said Father
Gatzak. “What I ask you to do now
is to look deep into your hearts and
see if you – if you – can be that
one person.”
Bruce Wimperis and his son
Tony, both of Bridgewater, are
members of St. Francis Xavier
Parish in New Milford. “This is
our first time,” Bruce said. “We felt
we would hear some great speakers
and meet some great guys, and it’s
been great.”
Tony added, “I just came to

News

hear some good wisdom from
Doug Barry and some of the other
speakers about how to be a man in
the community, to live as a man of
God and to take a leadership role.”
Jeannot Michaud, a member
of the Knights of Columbus of
Council 12 in New Britain, has
attended all four conferences and
was happy this one was held in his
home parish. “I think it’s an eyeopening experience, listening to
all these speakers,” he said. “It’s a
refreshing, uplifting inspiration.”
Father John L. Lavorgna, pastor
of Our Lady of Pompeii Parish in
East Haven, accompanied 10 men
from his parish. He said, “It’s a great
source of strength, a great sense of
hope, but also a lot of joy. What
you really sense at the outset is that
everyone’s real happy to be here,
excited to be here, encouraged and
affirmed. And we let God work, and
he’ll never let us down.”
Father Ivan Kaszczak of the
Unkrainian Diocese in Stamford,
accompanied Bishop Chomnycky.
He said, “I like the part about being
a man, about taking responsibility,
because I do find as a rule that
Catholics are sort of timid and
even apologetic when we express
the faith.”
Tommy Valuckas is a member
of St. John the Evangelist Parish in
Watertown. Of his first conference
two years ago, he said, “It gave me
a lot to think about on how I can
become a better Catholic, how I can
translate that to other people to have
them become better Catholics.”
Doug Barry’s talk made a big
impression on Mr. Valuckas this
year, he said. “There’s a lot of truth
to what he says, and we need to
become more the warriors for God.
I think we sit back too much and
let things happen when we really
can cause a lot of change, we can
effect a lot of change.”
It’s great to be re-energized, he
said, but men need to pass it along
to other people and say, “Lookit,
you’re Catholic. This is what you
should be doing. A lot needs to be
done, but we can do it.”
A date and location for next
year’s conference have not yet been
decided, Mr. Premus said.

(Graph information obtained from 2011 CCPAC report)

Report raises red flag
Continued from Page 1

For example, the 14,442 abortions reported to DPH in 2008
may be underreported by 2,588,
according to AGI statistics. In 2007,
DPH figures were 14,524, but AGI
figures were 17,390, a difference
of 2,866.
The difference in 2005 was
4,670, and the difference in 2000
was 2,332.
“The issue has to do with state
statutes that require the reporting
of every single abortion in Connecticut,” Mr. Culhane said.
Even when abortions are reported to DPH, critical information
is often withheld, he added.
“We have for years been concerned about the failure to report
the age and gestation period of
women having an abortion,” he
said. “We’ve had that concern since
our first report.
“And the reason for that is that
if you have a minor teenager, you

could be getting into an issue of
statutory rape. In terms of the gestation period, the state regulations
are clear that if you’re in your third
trimester the abortions have to be
performed in a hospital with an
ultrasound and other procedures,”
said Mr. Culhane.
In 2008, age and gestation information was missing from 1,511
reported abortions. After CCPAC
brought this to DPH’s attention
that year, the number of incomplete
reports fell to 661 in 2009 and to
480 in 2010, the report states.
“When I brought this to light,
I said, hey, this is important,” Mr.
Culhane said. “This is a procedure with medical risks, and why
wouldn’t a doctor put down an age
and gestation period?”
The full report is available
online at http://www.ctcatholic.
org/documents/CCPACAbortionReport2011.pdf.
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